Changes in nitrogen metabolism of the freshwater fish Cirrhinus mrigala following exposure to cypermethrin.
We studied the effect of a synthetic pyrethroid insecticide, cypermethrin, on some aspects of nitrogen metabolism in the gills, liver, and muscle tissue of the Indian major carp, Cirrhinus mrigala. Free amino acid levels and protease activity showed an elevation in all tissues following exposure to lethal (5.13 microg/L) and sublethal (1.026 microg/L) doses of cypermethrin, with significant changes noticed on day 4. The normal condition was restored only at a sublethal concentration.